In the Claims: 

1 (canceled). 

2 (amended). A probing device for probing an electrical device comprising: 

(a) a first support; 

(b) a membrane in overlying relationship to said first support; 

(c) a plurality of first elongate conductors supported by said membrane; 

(d) a plurality of contacts supported by said membrane, each of said contacts 
electrically connected to at least a respective one of said first conductors; 

(e) a second support suitable to support said first support thereon for probing 
said electrical device; 

(f) a second elongate conductor supported bv said second support and having 
a first end supported by said second suppo rt, wherein said first end is 
closer to said contacts than the other end of said second elongate 
conductor ; 

(g) a third elongate conductor supported bv said second support and spaced 
apart from said second elongate conductor; 

(h) a fourth elongate conductor supported bv said second support and spaced 
apart from said second elongate conductor, wherein said second conductor 
is located between said third conductor and said fourth conductor; and 
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(i) an interconnecting conductor electrically interconnecting said third 

conductor and said fourth conductor at a location beyond said first end of 

said second elongate conductor[.]; 
(j) wherein when said first support is engaged with said second support said 

second elongate conductor is electrically interconnected to at least one of 

said first elongate conductors. 

3 (original). The probing device of claim 2 wherein said interconnecting 
conductor is substantially coplanar with said third conductor and said fourth conductor. 

4(original). The probing device of claim 2 wherein said interconnecting 
conductor is substantially coplanar with said second conductor. 

5(original). The probing device of claim 2 wherein said second conductor 
provides a test signal. 

6(original). The probing device of claim 5 wherein said third conductor 
provides a guard signal. 

7 (amended). The probing device of claim 2 [1] wherein said fourth elongate 
conductor has a first surface area in a region proximate to said first end of said second elongate 
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conductor greater than a second surface area of said third elongate conductor in a region 
proximate to said first end of said second elongate conductor. 

8(amended). A probing device for probing an electrical device comprising: 

(a) a first support; 

(b) a membrane in overlying relationship to said first support; 

(c) a plurality of first elongate conductors supported by said membrane; 

(d) a plurality of contacts supported by said membrane, each of said contacts 
electrically connected to at least a respective one of said first conductors; 

(e) a second support suitable to support said first support thereon for probing 
said electrical device; 

(f) a second elongate conductor supported by said second support and having 
a first end supported by said second support; 

(g) a third elongate conductor supported bv said second support and spaced 
apart from said second elongate conductor, wherein said second conductor 
is located between said third conductor and a said fourth conductor 
supported bv said second support ; 

(h) [a] said fourth elongate conductor spaced apart from said second elongate 
conductor, said fourth elongate conductor having a first surface area in a 
region proximate to said first end of said second elongate conductor 
greater than a second surface area of said third elongate conductor in a 
region proximate to said first end of said second elongate conductor[.]; 
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wherein when said first support is engaged with said second support said 
second elongate conductor is electrically interconnected to at least one of 
said first elongate conductors. 



9(original). The probing device of claim 8 wherein said first surface area has a 
maximum width greater than said second surface area. 



lO(original). The probing device of claim 8 further comprising an 
interconnecting conductor electrically interconnecting said third conductor and said fourth 
conductor at a location beyond said first end of said second elongate conductor. 

1 1 (original). The probing device of claim 1 0 wherein said interconnecting 
conductor is substantially coplanar with said third conductor and said fourth conductor. 



12(original). The probing device of claim 1 1 wherein said interconnecting 
conductor is substantially coplanar with said second conductor. 

13 (original). The probing device of claim 8 wherein said second conductor 
provides a test signal. 

14(original). The probing device of claim 8 wherein said third conductor 
provides a guard signal. 
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15(amended). A probing device for probing an electrical device comprising: 

(a) a first support; 

(b) a membrane in overlying relationship to said first support; 

(c) a plurality of first elongate conductors supported by said membrane; 

(d) a plurality of contacts supported by said membrane, each of said contacts 
electrically connected to at least a respective one of said first conductors; 

(e) a first one of said first elongate conductors having a first end wherein said 
first end is farther from said contacts than the other end of said one of said 
first elongate conductors ; 

(f) a second one of said first elongate conductors spaced apart from said first 
one; 

(g) a third one of said first elongate conductors spaced apart from said first 
one, wherein said first one is located between said second one and said 
third one; and 

(h) a first interconnecting conductor supported bv said membrane and 
electrically interconnecting said third one and said fourth one at a location 
beyond said first end of said first one. 

1 6(original). The probing device of claim 1 5 further comprising: 
(a) a second support suitable to support said first support thereon for probing 
said electrical device; 
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(b) a second elongate conductor having a first end supported by said second 
support; 

(c) a third elongate conductor spaced apart from said second elongate 
conductor; 

(d) a fourth elongate conductor spaced apart from said second elongate 
conductor, wherein said second conductor is located between said third 
conductor and said fourth conductor; and 

(e) a second interconnecting conductor electrically interconnecting said third 
conductor and said fourth conductor at a location beyond said first end of 
said second elongate conductor. 



17(original). The probing device of claim 16 wherein said second 
interconnecting conductor is substantially coplanar with said third conductor and said fourth 
conductor. 



1 8(original). The probing device of claim 16 wherein said second 
interconnecting conductor is substantially coplanar with said second conductor. 

19(original). The probing device of claim 16 wherein said second conductor 
provides a test signal. 
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20(original). The probing device of claim 19 wherein said third conductor 
provides a guard signal. 

21 (original). The probing device of claim 16 wherein said fourth elongate 
conductor has a first surface area in a region proximate to said first end of said second elongate 
conductor greater than a second surface area of said third elongate conductor in a region 
proximate to said first end of said second elongate conductor. 

22(original). The probing device of claim 15 wherein said first interconnecting 
conductor is substantially coplanar with said second one and said third one. 

23(original). The probing device of claim 15 wherein said second 
interconnecting conductor is substantially coplanar with said first one. 

24(original). The probing device of claim 15 wherein said first one provides a 

test signal. 

25(original). The probing device of claim 24 wherein said second one provides a 

guard signal. 
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26(amended). A probing device for probing an electrical device comprising: 

(a) a first support; 

(b) a membrane in overlying relationship to said first support; 

(c) a plurality of first elongate conductors supported by said membrane; 

(d) a plurality of contacts supported by said membrane, each of said contacts 
electrically connected to at least a respective one of said first conductors; 

(e) a second support suitable to support said first support thereon for probing 
said electrical device; 

(f) a second elongate conductor supported by said second support and having 
a first end supported by said second suppo rt, wherein said first end of said 
second elongate conductor is farther from said contacts than the other end 
of said second elongate conductor ; 

(g) a fifth elongate conductor supported by said second support and having a 
first end supported by said second suppor t wherein said first end of said 
fifth elongate conductor is farther from said contacts than the other end of 
said fifth elongate conductor ; 

(h) a third elongate conductor supported bv said second support and spaced 
apart from said second elongate conductor; 

(i) a fourth elongate conductor supported bv said second support and spaced 
apart from said second elongate conductor, wherein said third conductor 
and said fifth conductor are located between said second conductor and 
fourth conductor; and 
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(j) a first interconnecting conductor supported by said second support and 

electrically interconnecting said third conductor and said fourth conductor 
at a location beyond said first end of said second elongate conductor and 
said first end of said fifth conductor. 

27(original). The probing device of claim 26 for probing an electrical device 

comprising: 

(a) a first one of said first elongate conductors having a first end; 

(b) a second one of said first elongate conductors spaced apart from said first 
one; 

(c) a fourth one of said first elongate conductors spaced apart from said first 
one; 

(d) a third one of said first elongate conductors spaced apart from said first 
one, wherein said first one and said fourth one are located between said 
second one and said third one; and 

(e) a second interconnecting conductor electrically interconnecting said third 
one and said fourth one at a location beyond said first end of said first one. 



28(original). The probing device of claim 26 wherein said second conductor and 
said fifth conductor are substantially coplanar with said third conductor and said fourth 
conductor. 
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29(original). The probing device of claim 26 wherein said first interconnecting 
conductor is substantially coplanar with said second conductor. 



30(original). The probing device of claim 26 wherein said second conductor 
provides a force signal. 

3 1 (original). The probing device of claim 30 wherein said fifth conductor 
provides a sense signal. 

32(original). The probing device of claim 30 wherein said third conductor 
provides a guard signal. 

33(original). The probing device of claim 27 wherein said second 
interconnecting conductor is substantially coplanar with said second one and said third one. 

34(original). The probing device of claim 27 wherein said second 
interconnecting conductor is substantially coplanar with said first one. 

35(original). The probing device of claim 27 wherein said first one provides a 

force signal. 
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36(original). The probing device of claim 35 wherein said second one provides a 

guard signal. 

37(original). The probing device of claim 35 wherein said fourth one provides a 

sense signal. 
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